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Chairman’s Foreword and Notes by Lt Col Joe Falzon BEM

It is always at this time of year, 
fresh from my annual family 
holiday, that the clutches of 
the Association Secretary start 
hounding me to come up with my 
annual contribution to Crossed 
Quills. As in recent past this 
edition is only possible due to 
a huge effort by Andy Tibble, 
ably supported by contributors 
far and wide. I give them all full 
credit for putting together another 
outstanding and informative edition 
which, in conjunction with our 
website, is a vital communications 
tool for our Association. As they 
say, there’s more to a magazine 
than “Brides, Babies and 
Birthdays”.

The world around us is in turmoil. 
Events last summer in London and 
other hotspots around England 
have set communities scattering 
in all directions to find new values 
and refuge. Community leaders 
and politicians are now more 
aware of imbalances in our society. 
We need to do our bit to get 

through these difficult times of 
austerity so that everyone, and in 
that I include those who are less 
fortunate than us, can look forward 
to the future with great anticipation 
and expectation.

Over the past year our Association 
has achieved much to be proud 
of, be it the outstanding Reunion 
weekend with the Chief of 
the Defence Staff, success in 
sustaining our membership or 
representation at Regimental high 
profile events. Not only do these 
achievements bring recognition 
to the Association as a whole but 
they also bring great credit upon 
those who had the vision and 
the commitment to make them 
happen.

In my opinion the greatest 
enduring strength born out of our 
members is our determination 
to remain dynamic and to feel 
enriched by our friendship and 
tolerance. That reminds me - our 
Honorary President remains in 

need of our prayers as he fights 
his way back to recovery. I know 
all members would wish to join 
me in sending every best wish for 
the future to Sir Freddie and Lady 
Viggers.

It is incredible difficult to turn 
out each edition of The Crossed 
Quills, as unsurprisingly Andy 
Tibble always has to fit this work 
with a demanding full-time job. 
I am sure there are lots of other 
subjects you would like to see 
covered - so why not make it one 
of your objectives this year to 
put pen to paper or send in that 
interesting photograph? Voluntary 
contributions will certainly take the 
pressure off the editor.

With every best wish to you all.

Secretary’s Report by Andy Tibble MSM (former WO1(SSM))

Once again this year has just 
passed by so quickly since the 
last edition of ‘The Crossed Quills’ 
was produced.  This has been 
an extremely busy year for the 
Association.  Andrew Jones, our 
Standard Bearer, has represented 
the Association at the St Barbara’s 
Day Service which was held at 
Larkhill on Sunday 5th December 
2010, the Royal Artillery Parade 
at Esher on Friday 18th February 
2011 and the Gunner Sunday at 
the Royal Hospital Chelsea on 
Sunday 3rd April 2011.  On behalf 
of the Committee and members I 

would like to thank Andrew for his 
commitment in representing the 
Association at so many venues 
throughout the year.

Once again we had a most 
excellent Reunion Dinner which 
was held at the Warrant Officers’ 
and Sergeants’ Central Mess, 
Larkhill on Saturday 7th May 2011 
under the auspices of Capt Ian 
Constantine RA.  Although the 
numbers were down on previous 
years due to other commitments, 
we were all proud to welcome the 
Chief of Defence Staff, General 

Sir David Richards as our Guest 
of Honour, and General Secretary 
of the Royal Artillery Charitable 
Fund, Lt Col Ian Vere-Nicol and 
the Deputy Editor of The Gunner 
Magazine, Miss Kate Knowles as 
our guests.  A full report on the 
Dinner by our Reunion Secretary 
can be read later in the magazine.  
On behalf of those members who 
attended, I would like to say a big 
thank you to Ian for all of the hard 
work that he put into this dinner, 
making this a most memorable 
evening and a most enjoyable 
weekend.  



Unfortunately, there wasn’t a 
Germany Reunion Dinner this 
year as our Germany Reunion 
Secretary was undergoing training 
in preparation for deployment on 
Operations.  There will however, 
be a Germany Reunion in 2012 
in Gutersloh with further details 
to follow in due course.  Thank 
you also to Hauke Michelson 
(Honorary Member) and Leo Lyall 
for supplying photographs from the 
Reunion weekend for this edition 
of ‘The Crossed Quills’.

It was evident from this year’s 
Reunion that the number of those 
members attending was down 
from previous years.  This is the 
only opportunity for all members of 
the Artillery Clerks’ Association to 
meet up over a weekend in the UK 
and therefore, it would be good to 
seek the support of all members 
in supporting this event each year.  
I know from speaking to some 
members who didn’t attend the 
Reunion at Larkhill this year that 
transport had been a possible 
reason for non-attendance and if 
this is the case, I would be most 
grateful if you could either let me or 
Ian know as soon as possible as 
this is easily rectified with perhaps 
car sharing etc.  This should be 
included on your Reunion return 
when sending them back to Ian, 
so that we can assist you where 
possible.  I can appreciate that 
this might be slightly more difficult 
for those travelling from Germany 
to the UK.  If you wish to attend, 
however, have transport issues, 
then you should speak to Ian, Ron 
Holmes or myself as we may be 
able to come up with a possible 
solution to ensure that you are able 
to attend.  Our Germany Reunion 
Secretary, Ron Holmes organises 
an excellent Reunion Weekend in 
Germany every year and it would 
be really good to see those Artillery 
Clerks’ who live in Germany 
supporting this event especially if 
you can’t make it to the UK dinner 
each year.      

Congratulations to Lt Col Russ 
Lee on being awarded the MBE 
in the New Years Honours list.
Congratulations and well done 
to WO2 (SQMS) Chris Harvey 
on being selected for promotion 
to WO1 (SSM), WO2 (SQMS) 
Ron Holmes on being promoted 
to WO1(SSM) and also to SSgt 
(now WO2) Snowy Snowdon on 
being promoted to WO2(SQMS). 
Congratulations to Hauke 
Michelson (Honorary Member) on 
being promoted to Warrant Officer 
in the Bundesweir.  Well done to 
you all.  I have not been informed 
of any other promotions or awards 
or anything else during the past 12 
months.

Sadly I have to report of the death 
of one our Artillery Clerks who 
has sadly passed away since the 
last report.  Former WO1(SMAC) 
Jim Cussell who died on the 3rd 
January 2011.  Jim was a great 
supporter of the Artillery Clerks’ 
Association and it is very hard to 
remember a reunion weekend 
which Jim did not attend.  Maj Pat 
Verdon, Marty Hester, Bill Young, 
David Brown and our Standard 
Bearer, Andrew Jones and other 
members of the Association 
represented the Association at 
Jim’s funeral.  

The St Barbara’s Day Church 
Service was held in the Garrison 
Church of St. Alban the Martyr, 
Larkhill on Sunday 4th December 
2011.  On behalf of the 
Committee, Lt Col Russ Lee MBE 
and Andrew Jones our Standard 
Bearer represented the Association 
at this Service. St Barbara’s Day 
this year falls on Sunday 2nd 
December 2012.

The 78th Artillery Clerks’ Reunion 
will take place at Larkhill over the 
weekend of the 15th, 16th & 17th 
June 2012. Further details will be 
forwarded to all members by our 
Reunion Secretary shortly. We look 
forward to everyone’s support.  

Once again the ‘Crossed Quills’ 
has grown in size!  I would like to 
take this opportunity in thanking 
those Association members 
who have contributed to this 
edition by forwarding articles and 
photographs for inclusion into this 
edition.  Donations for this year’s 
magazine have been received 
from the Committee members, 
Tom Webb, Andrew Jones, Vic 
Holdaway, Bill Johnston, John 
Reynolds, Peter Gauci, Paul 
Corker and Steve Read.  Many 
thanks for your contribution.  Issue 
16 of the Crossed Quills is due 
to be published and by the end 
of December 2012.  I would be 
most grateful if you could all look 
through your individual archives 
to see if you have something of 
interest, old photographs that you 
would like to be published in next 
years’ edition.  These articles, 
with photographs should reach 
me by no later than Monday 
3rd September 2012.  Please 
remember to forward all articles 
in typed script where possible, 
including a CD-ROM with the 
articles on, along with any original 
photographs that you may have.  
The photographs will be returned 
back to you once they have been 
scanned onto the system.  

Our current membership stands 
at 203. There are currently 175 
Potential New members on the 
Wanted List who were Artillery 
Clerks’, but have not yet joined 
the Association.  I am sure that 
there are Potential Members on 
the Wanted List that you know of 
their whereabouts.  I would ask 
all Members of the Association to 
make a consolidated effort this 
year to try and encourage them 
to join the Association.  Recruiting 
has currently slowed down and 
I urge you all to try and motivate 
either a formerly appointed Artillery 
Clerk or former Junior Rank 
Clerk’s in the Gunners who has 
subsequently been promoted 
to Sgt or above within the AGC.  
A copy of the Application for 



Membership is enclosed within 
this edition of the Crossed Quills.  
Further copies can be obtained 
from the Secretary.

Unfortunately, I have lost contact 
with the following members who 
have moved and have failed to 
notify me of their new forwarding 
addresses:

John McDermott, 
Dave Smith, 
Chris Wood, 
H Hammond,  
Neil Ridout,  
WO2 Roger Essex, 
Paul Davies, 
Sgt Ritchie Syme, 
Alan Foot, 
Steve Hawke, 
Dave Larcombe, 
Lawrence Collingwood 
& Rob Clarke

If anyone is in touch with those 
members listed above, grateful 
if you could ask them to make 
contact me or if you have contact 
details for them, grateful if you 
could let me have them so that I 
can re-establish contact with them.

Due to membership being spread 
over the Globe and not having in 
my possession everyone’s e-mail 
address (or up to date one) may I 
please ask you all to make a point 
of reading the Notice Board on 
the Association Website www.
artyclerkassn.org.  There is no 
other way I can get details of 
promotions, deaths, etc to you in 
a timely fashion.  In return may I 
please ask you to keep me up to 
date with any news, promotions, 
deaths, award of medals, change 
of address including e-mail, etc, 
etc.  
Mr Steve Read gave those 
members present at the AGM at 
Larkhill an update on the progress 
that had been made in drawing 
up an Artillery Clerks’ Association 
Family Tree which showed all of 
those individual Artillery HQs, 
Regiments and units where 

members have served which 
would include details of Chief 
Clerks, Assistant Chief Clerks 
going all the way down, in time, to 
Battery Clerks.  I am glad to say 
that a lot of additional information 
was obtained from members at 
the recent Reunion weekend.  
More information can be found 
by visiting our website at www.
artyclerkassn.org. On behalf of 
us all, I would like to thank Steve 
for time that he is putting into 
this project which will eventually 
become part of our history.  
 
I hope you all had a good 
Christmas and I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish you a 
Happy and Healthy New Year.

See you at Larkhill, if not sooner.   
Ubique.

Assistant 
Secretary’s Report
by Roy Deal MBE 
(former WO1(SSM))
Hello fellow AC’s, my intent is to 
continue to make my main aim one 
of recruiting, a task I cannot carry 
out alone.  I still need information 
– which is where you can help.  
Using the evolving technology 
available (Facebook, e mail, Twitter, 
to name a few) I ask you to seek 
out colleagues and friends who 
have lost touch with our exclusive 
club.  If you could forward to me 
any details you have I will then 
write to individuals, enclosing 
previous newsletters etc and invite 
them back into the fold.  Please 
do not hesitate to use my personal 

email: roydeal@hotmail.co.uk or 
find me on facebook and forward 
any information you have about 
past AC’s. 

Andy and I intend to look at 
coming up with a plan that will 
delegate responsibilities down to 
a more regional group allowing the 
area secretary’s to try and organise 
local low profile and low cost 
events just to help us get together 
more frequently and during the 
process hopefully encourage more 
members.

I am getting low on ties (5 left) so 
would like to take this opportunity 
to conduct a survey of members 
in order to see if we have enough 
interest to do another run on 
cuff links, ties pins and ties, 
unfortunately until I have an idea 
of numbers it is difficult to say how 
much they will costs, so “without 
commitment or prejudice” could I 
ask those with an interest “subject 
to cost information” to send me a 
quick e mail.  I will then look into 
costs and spread the word once I 
have some figures.

A plea to all those who have 
joined the civil service;  Do we 
have enough AC’s out there to 
get together over coffee when we 
attend meetings etc!  If you are out 
there and interested I am happy to 
be a Point of Contact and maintain 
a register dealr288@mod.uk  drop 
me an e mail, it would be nice to 
see a familiar face when going to 
meetings.  

Lots to do – but I need your help!
I look forward to hearing from you.
 

Roy Deal MBE
Assistant Secretary



Honorary President  Lt Gen Sir Freddie Viggers KCB CMG MBE DL
Chairman Lt Col Joe Falzon BEM
Secretary Andy Tibble MSM - former WO1(SSM)
Assistant Secretary Roy Deal MBE - former WO1(SSM)
Reunion Secretary Capt Ian Constantine RA
Treasurer Maj Paul Corker AGC(SPS)
Standard Bearer  Andrew Jones - former Sgt(AC))
Association Padre Rev Dennis Brett - former WO2(QMS(AC))
Welfare Secretary Dennis Norris - former WO2(QMS(AC))
Webmaster David Stotan  - former WO2(QMS(AC)) 
Historical Secretary Joe Hoggins BSc - former WO1(SMAC)

Regional Secretaries
North Vince Scott – former WO2(QMS(AC))
North West Dennis Norris – former WO2(QMS(AC))
Midlands Steve Callaghan – former WO2(QMS(AC))
East Capt Chris Berry BA
South Graham Brown – former WO1(SMAC)
West Roy Deal MBE – former WO1(SSM)
London Area Steve Truslove – former Sgt(AC)
Scotland Ted Fairbrass – former Sgt(AC)
Wales No nomination
Northern Ireland No nomination
Germany WO1(SSM) Ron Holmes LSL/AGC(SPS)

Rest of the World The Secretary

Association Committee 2011 - 2012

The duties of Area Secretaries 
referred to as Regional 
Representatives in the Association 
Charter are as follows:

• The Recruitment of new 
 members.
• Maintaining an area 
 membership list.
• Coordinating travel to Reunions 
 and other Association activities

Area Secretaries should also be 
keeping an active eye on the 
health and well being of members 

in their area of responsibility and 
report anything untoward to the 
Secretary, Andy Tibble. 

All members are encouraged 
to establish contact and ‘touch 
base’ with their Area Secretary as 
follows:

The North West - 
Cumbria, Lancashire, Merseyside, 
Greater Manchester and Cheshire.  
Contact Dennis Norris at 
dn001k3794@blueyonder.co.uk 

Contact with Area Secretaries

The North – Durham, 
Northumberland, Tyne and Wear, 
Cleveland, North, West and 
South Yorkshire and Humberside. 
Contact Vince Scott at 
vincentscott@hotmail.com

The Midlands – 
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, 
Lincolnshire, Shropshire, 
Staffordshire, West Midlands, 
Leicestershire, Hereford and 
Worcestershire and Warwickshire.  
Contact Steve Callaghan at ao@
inracf.demon.co.uk

The East – Hertfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, 
Essex, Northamptonshire, 
Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and 
Suffolk. Contact Chris Berry BA at 
berry3@tinyworld.co.uk

The South – Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire, Hampshire, Isle of 
Wight, Surrey, West Sussex, East 
Sussex and Kent. Contact Graham 
Brown at lancing@ntlworld.com

The West – Cornwall, 
Devon, Somerset, Dorset, 
Gloucestershire, Avon and 
Wiltshire.  Contact Roy Deal MBE 
at roydeal@hotmail.com

The London Area.  
Contact Steve Truslove at 
stevetruslove@aol.com

Scotland.  Contact Ted 
Fairbrass at tedfairbrass@
btinternet.com

Germany.  Contact Ron 
Holmes at ronandkadja@aol.com

Rest of the World.  
Contact the Association Secretary, 
Andy Tibble. 



Webmaster’s Report by
David Stotan (former WO2(QMS(AC)))

Greetings to all from the Sunny 
Northwest – I jest of course 
as whilst I write this article the 
heavens have opened and the rain 
is bouncing off the pavements. 
But we have to be thankful for a 
much milder winter so far this year. 
Together with Indian summers 
and lucky lottery tickets this is 
what I pray for every year. Anyway 
some things are constant and 
can be relied upon such as our 
annual reunion dinners, love them 
immensely and the crossed quills 
which is a fantastic publication 
a sort of Samuel Pepys (Andy 
Tibble) diary of each passing years 
events.  I congratulate all who are 
involved in preparing, compiling 
and distributing this publication 
– great job.  I have also provided 
a graphical representation of 
the number of hits our website 
has received during the past 12 
Months which hopefully Andy will 
be able to include in the Crossed 
Quills publication.

Now to my article which and so 
not to disappoint you is going to 
cover dangers of spyware some 
tips on how to minimise the risk 
and hopefully a few useful links 
(from a trusted source) on a free 
anti-virus download which also 
protects the PC from malware and 
the good thing it is free. 

What is Spyware?
Spyware is the means through 
which hackers gain access to 
your computer and your private 
information it covertly gathers 
information from your PC without 
your knowledge, usually for 
advertising purposes. It watches 
what you do on the Internet and 
sends that information such as 
passwords you have used and 
credit card numbers to the invisible 
hacker.  Sounds real bad but you 
will always be at risk if you do not 

ensure you install the proper anti-
spyware tools to protect yourself.

How do I know if I have been 
infected?
If your start page or home page 
keeps changing by itself, if your 
PC starts crashing more often 
than usual or if you have tried to 
uninstall unfamiliar programs only 
to find they are still there after you 
restart your computer, then you 
are infected.  Spyware can be 
pretty malicious. “Key loggers” 
watch your very keystroke and 
mouse click, then records your 
passwords, log-on, and account 
numbers.  It is wrong to think as 
you have the most current antivirus 
software or you have installed 
up to date service packs you are 
safe.  This is all good practice and 
you should continue to do so but 
the fact is that all of these items 
do absolutely nothing to protect 
your computer from spyware at all, 
leaving you completely vulnerable 
to attack.  Spyware writers exploit 
ways to install spyware through 
your Internet Explorer browser 
and once these programs infect 
you; your computer becomes very 
slow, because all your computer 
processing power is eaten up 
by the spyware itself.  Potential 
threats are:

Spam is the most virulent form 
of abuse that anyone using the 
Internet has to endure and often 
is such a problem you are forced 
to change your email address.  It 
is useful to know that Microsoft 
Outlook 2003 and Eudora 6 are 
two of the major programs that 
have the ability to filter incoming 
e-mail as messages are received.  
If a message is believed to be 
spam, the message is filtered to 
the spam folder for later review. 
Internet phishing (pronounced 
“fishing”) which I have highlighted 

in previous articles, but it is 
worth mentioning it again, is 
when a hacker sends you an 
e-mail falsely claiming to be an 
established legitimate enterprise. 
The idea is to try to scam you into 
surrendering private information 
that will be used to steal your 
identity. Hackers are very good 
at writing convincing letters that 
appear to be genuine. You must 
never ever click on a link in one 
of these e-mails, because even 
though it might look authentic, it 
almost always is not. They may 
include a link to a web site which 
looks legitimate but it will send you 
somewhere completely different 
when you click on it. Don’t even 
cut and paste these links into 
your browser, because the hidden 
information in the URL takes you 
directly to the hacker instead of 
where you intended to go.  When 
you need to go to a Web site, 
open a new browser window and 
type in the address by hand. That’s 
the only way you can be sure.  If 
you do end up on a website which 
you have doubts about and it is 
requesting personal information, 
just type in any random set of 
information. If the site says you 
have entered invalid information, 
then at least you have a good 
clue that it is most likely authentic. 
However, if the Web site lets you 
type in any random information 
and comes back to tell your 
information has been updated, 
then the site is almost certainly 
from a hacker designed to capture 
your information (no matter what 
you type).  Sometimes you can 
take every precaution and still find 
yourself in trouble, not knowing if 
you are giving your information to a 
hacker. The best protection is your 
own vigilance. Don’t click; don’t 
open unless you feel confident 
about the sender



Treasurer’s Report by
Major Paul Corker AGC(SPS)

General

The news from the Treasurer is that the fund remains fit for purpose however, 
as in all walks of life there is room for improvement.  At the 2011 AGM, 
the committee and members discussed the concerns regarding long-term 
debtors.  As Artillery Clerks we were proud that our personal administration 
was first class which we imparted to those around us.  It saddens me that 
I have a group of members not fully contributing to the association.  That 
said, I continue to thank all members for the funds received to date and for 
their continued support.  My job as Treasurer is made much easier by your 
timeliness and forethought.

Main Action Areas

The following is highlighted for members:

Outstanding Subscriptions - £1,485:00
Mandate - 62 Members not paying by Direct Mandate
Gift Aid - 53 Members failed to completed declaration 
    form
   
Statement of Account – 31st August 2011

Assets  Liabilities

Current Bank Account £1,604:82 Function £810:49
Deposit Account £2,256:57
Shop Stock £130:00

Total Assets (A) £3,991:49 Total Liabilities (B) £810:49

Available Cash (A – B) £3,181:00  

Summary
  
I will continue to actively pursue all members who have failed to action those 
financial areas that would benefit the fund.  I hope that my efforts in 2011 will 
be rewarded and that all members will respond.  I once again thank you for 
your support.

All invoices for the 2011 reunion have been settled, therefore it is heartening 
that the fund shows a slight improvement from 2010.  On your behalf I thank 
Ian for his efforts.
   
I wish you all well for the remainder of 2011 and hope to see you in 2012.

Paul Corker
Treasurer

For those of you who do not have 
anti-virus or malware protection 
you may wish to check out the 
following and download the free 
versions:

Comdo Anti-Virus

Keep Your PC Free of All Malware, 
Spyware, Viruses and Trojans
http://antivirus.comodo.com/

Comodo Anti-Malware

Once installed, BOClean 
constantly watches memory, file 
system, and registry, waiting for 
any malware that attempts to load. 
Once it detects the presence of 
a malicious program, it springs 
into action. Malware: gone. Plus, 
BOClean expertly removes any 
and all “hooks” the malware may 
have injected into the system, and 
restores its original condition.
http://www.comodo.com/home/
internet-security/anti-malware.php

Royal Artillery 
Museum
A message from Major General 
R L Barrons CBE - Chairman of 
RA Museum

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am writing to you as Chairman 
of Firepower, the Royal Artillery 
Museum, and I hope to reach 
every serving and retired Gunner, 
their families, and as many friends 
as possible using just e-mail and 
your help.
 
You can find more about the 
Museum at www.firepower.org.uk



I remember, shortly after arriving in 
Bramcote in 1974, being paraded 
in front of a number of officers and 
NCO’s, given a pen and told to 
sign a form.  These forms were for 
a variety of deductions from pay – 
purchase of the Troop sweatshirt, 
the opening of a Post Office 
savings account and one of them 
was for monthly contributions 
to the Royal Artillery Charitable 
Fund (RACF).  Some of these 
deductions I managed to cancel 
at a later date when the Army 
decided I could make my own 
decisions (I think in my case I was 
about 25 years old!), however, as 
far as I can remember I continued 
to pay in to the RACF.  Below is an 
article that has been published by 
Lt Col Ian Vere-Nicholl MBE, who 
was a guest at our recent Dinner 
in Larkhill, giving the history of RA 
Charities that makes interesting 
reading and goes to show that the 
monies gleaned were, and still are, 
put to excellent use for the good 
and benefit of the Gunner family

Welfare Secretary’s 
Report by
Dennis Norris
(former WO2
(QMS(AC))

Gunner Welfare 
Charities by 
Lieutenant Colonel 
I A Vere Nicoll MBE 

Largely unknown, the Gunner 
welfare charities have been 
helping those in need for over 
165 years. A jewel in the crown 
of the regimental family they have 
been doing work, often unsung, 
in helping a large number of 
Gunners, whether serving or 

retired, and their dependants 
over three centuries. The earliest 
Gunner Welfare Charity for NCO’s 
and men was a Friendly Society 
formed in 1839 in Woolwich. It 
was formed by a group of Gunner 
Officers concerned at the plight 
of Soldiers wives left behind 
when their husbands went on 
foreign service. Its objects were 
‘to provide relief and employment 
for the wives and children of 
NCO’s and privates of the RA 
embarked on foreign service’. 
Officers contributed a proportion 
of a day’s pay. The oldest Gunner 
charity is the Royal Artillery 
Charities which was started 
in 1840 by subscriptions from 
officers for the welfare of soldiers 
and their families. Officers could 
not benefit but they recognised 
the plight of those below the 
rank of Commissioned Officer. In 
later years it also helped Gunner 
orphans at school. In 1904 four 
houses were built and presented 
to the RA Charities by the next of 
kin of officers killed in the Boer War 
for the benefit of other ranks who 
were unable to work. Two are in 
Colchester and two are in Bath, 
and they are in full use today by 
retired Gunners. When a vacancy 
arises, it is published in Gunner. 

However, the RA Charities is 
not the oldest of the Gunner 
funds set up to help in times 
of crisis. The oldest recorded 
is the Royal Artillery Marriage 
Society, which was established 
in 1752. In practice this was 
and still is an insurance society 
whereby officers subscribed an 
annual sum that accorded his 
widow an annuity depending on 
the size of his contributions. Its 
terms were considerably better 
than commercially available at 
the time and did not incur the 
expenses of an agent. It later 
became the Society of the Benefit 
of the Widows of the Officers 
and Warrant Officers of the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery, but it closed 
for new business in 1993, as there 

had been no new business written 
since the Gulf War and the cost of 
promoting the Society was thought 
to outweigh the possible benefits. 
Further, the regulatory laws began 
to require costly specialist advice 
and training of those involved in 
promoting the business. In 2007 
the Society currently looks after 
65 annuitants and still has 43 
members paying subscriptions 
to assist their wives in the future. 
RAWIS, as it has become known, 
is run by a Committee of retired 
officers, with specialist investment 
and actuary advice. 

After World War I in 1919 funds 
were sought from donations 
to raise a memorial to all 
those killed in the war, to help 
Gunners in need and establish 
a headquarters in London for all 
the Gunner Charities. This fund 
was called the Royal Artillery War 
Commemoration Fund (RAWC). It 
was incorporated on 23rd January 
1920 under the Companies Act 
as a Company not for profit and 
limited by guarantee. £185,000 
was raised by donations and 
from these funds the sculptor CS 
Jagger and architect L Pearson 
built the fine monument with its 
9.2inch howitzer at Hyde Park 
Corner, and which cost £27,000. 
This equipment was used as it 
was thought best to symbolise 
the power of artillery during war. 
It was unveiled on 18th October 
1925 by HRH The Duke of 
Connaught. The remaining funds 
were invested to help those in 
need, but further donations and 
subscriptions were not sought as 
it was thought it would detract 
from the RA Charities donations 
and subscriptions. The third aim, 
to house the charities together, 
was not achieved until the mid 
nineties. Part of the of the RAWC 
Fund was the Ladies Work Guild, 
working through over 60 branches 
across the country, which aimed 
to collect new and second hand 
garments and money to buy 
footwear and garments for retired 



Gunners in need. It also contained 
an Education Scheme to help 
those children born before 31st 
December 1919 to fathers killed or 
unable to work due to war injuries 
and this Education Scheme was 
wound up in 1935 having allocated 
about £65,000 in the sixteen years 
since the war ended. 

Formed in 1914 from a bequest 
from Colonel Kelly Holdsworth 
another lesser known Gunner 
Charity is the Kelly Holdsworth 
Artillery Trust, which provides 
assistance through grants and 
annuities to Gunner officers, 
their wives or widows, unmarried 
daughters and children under 21 
who are in need. It also helps 
with educational costs for the 
children of Gunner Officers or 
widows in need. 

In 1920 the Royal Artillery 
Employment Bureau was 
started to assist retiring 
Gunners to find employment. 
All ranks were eligible for 
registration but it mainly 
concentrated on the London 
area whereas outside of 
London local Royal Artillery 
Association branches or 
‘Gunner Friends’ tried to 
help. In the first nine months 
of 1946 it interviewed 5152 
officers and soldiers for 
jobs and secured permanent 
employment for 1423. The RA 
uniformed servicemen supplied 
by the Bureau were a fore runner, 
I suppose, of the cap-badged 
corps of commissionaires that one 
used to see in the 1960 and 70s. 
Its aims are now part of the Royal 
Artillery Charitable Fund’s objects. 

In 1927 the Royal Artillery 
Benevolent Fund (RABF) was 
established. The RABF had 
two objects; firstly to increase 
the income to the RA Charities 
and secondly to make grants 
on behalf of the Regiment to 
outside benevolent societies and 
institutions which helped Gunners 

thus relieving units of the necessity 
of meeting charitable appeals. 
It only dealt with and received 
subscriptions from the serving 
regiment but this was the first time 
serving soldiers could subscribe 
regularly to their charities. The 
officers who subscribed to the RA 
Charities were asked to switch 
their subscriptions to the new 
RABF. The subscription rates 
for the first time also included 
an annual amount to the Royal 
Artillery Association for those 
serving officers who were not life 
members of the Association. On 
1st December 1943 the Royal 
Artillery War Commemoration 
Fund was renamed the Royal 

Artillery Association Benevolent 
Fund (RAABF). This recognised the 
nature of the RAA and their key 
role in welfare to those Gunners in 
need. 

On the 10th January 1951 further 
changes took place and the Royal 
Artillery Association Benevolent 
Fund was renamed the Royal 
Artillery Charitable Fund (RACF). 
The driving force for this was 
connected to relief from tax. This 
meant that the RAA, hitherto 
the driving force behind Gunner 
welfare and benevolence, no 
longer had specific benevolence 
funds to distribute. All the Gunner 
welfare charities, less the KHAT, 

were under the RACF and in total 
amounted to about £500,000. 
The welfare funds moved from 
Artillery House in Earls Court to 
58 The Common, Woolwich in 
1960s and then leased premises 
in Connaught Barracks form 
15th May 1973. The RACF was 
formed as a company limited by 
guarantee without a share capital 
with a number of members from 
whom the Trustees are elected. In 
1955 the RACF appointed the first 
professional Investment Managers 
to manage the funds, in place of 
the committee, a group of senor 
officers who previously had done 
it themselves. They had invested 
mostly in gilt edged stocks but 

now began to look towards 
growth of the funds by 
investing in equities. 

Towards the end of World 
War II a regimental consensus 
was sought on how best to 
commemorate those who 
had died during the war. After 
discussion it was decided 
to raise money from those 
serving and to add three 
bronze panels to the Hyde 
Park Memorial, and with the 
remainder to buy or build 
houses for those in need. In 
all 164 houses were built and 
five in Scotland acquired but 
in 1949 an agreement was 

reached with the Earl Haig Fund 
that the stock of housing would 
be run and for their use with the 
proviso that Gunners should have 
first call on the RA houses. In 
practice the requirement does not 
always work as relocation to where 
there is a specific Gunner house 
is not an option but those in need 
are accommodated where there is 
a suitable Haig home. Gunner Haig 
houses around the country are 
often recognisable by the Gunner 
badge on the front of the house. 

The Royal Artillery Charitable Fund 
is the name we now recognise as 
our Gunner welfare charity but in 
reality, though the biggest, it is one 



of two welfare charities dealing 
with all ranks. The other is the RA 
Charities and each contain many 
smaller Trusts and funds all there 
for specific purpose to help various 
Gunners and their dependants in 
need. Other funds exist for specific 
purposes such as the RA prisoners 
of War Charity which started in the 
First World War and was added 
to by new Prisoner War Charities 
in 1942 and 1944. They were 
designed to help the families of 
those captured. The RA Memorial 
Society in which interested 
members subscribed is to help 
fund new memorials and maintain 
those requiring maintenance. The 
first recorded minutes for the RA 
Memorial Society are 1909 and 
it became a Trust in 1932. It did 
not hold meetings during World 
War II and membership continued 
to dwindle from over a thousand 
in the late 1920s. Interestingly it 
does not seem to have been a 
driving force for the building of 
RA Memorial at Hyde Park or its 
extension in 1945 and, though still 
a separate Trust, it is now run by 
the RACF, without members. 

Since the 1950s the RACF has 
been the major benevolence 
charity for the Gunners and as 
such has helped many retired 
and serving soldiers and their 
dependants in need. The RACF 
now carries out benevolence of 
over £1M a year and receives 
its income from investments, 
subscriptions from serving and 
retired soldiers and officers. Cases 
were once referred to the RACF 
by members of the Royal Artillery 
Association but now come from 
mainly the Soldiers, Sailors and 
Air Force Association (SSAFA), 
the Royal British Legion (RBL), 
the Officers Association and the 
Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services 
League (RCEL). All of whom have 
trained staff that can assess needs 
and requirements and can arrange 
for our benevolence to be spent 
appropriately. RAA Members can 
and do still identify those in need 

but the RACF then tasks one 
of the agencies to interview the 
potential beneficiary and asses 
the need. Much work is also spent 
in Almonising funds from other 
charities to increase the grant 
given to the needy. 

What of the future? Over the 
years many funds have been 
started for specific purposes and 
in many cases those purposes 
have ceased to exist. In other 
cases welfare expenditure can 
be better achieved through the 
RACF but what is clear is that 
the requirement for benevolence 
remains paramount. Indeed though 
the number of cases has reduced 
in the last 55 years the amount 
required to assist those in need 
has risen. In the year ending 31st 
July 1954, for instance the RACF 
received 15,000 applications for 
assistance and gave £31,645 
to 5,743 cases, and in 1962 the 
RACF dealt with over 10,000 
cases a year. In the 17 years since 
the end of World War II until 1962 
it disbursed £1.2M on individual 
cases, and in comparison in 2006 
the RACF and RA Charities spent 
over £790K on 2015 individual 
cases with a further £275K 
on grants to institutions. The 
requirement for funds remains vital; 
whether donations or legacies. 
In summary what can one say 
about such a charity? It is a key 
part of our Gunner family. It helps 
all those in need and it helps the 
serving regiments and soldiers. 
In the requirement to continue to 
support and reinforce the notion of 
a Gunner family the Gunner welfare 
charities do not just support 
Gunners from enlistment to death; 
they help from enlistment to after 
death because the RACF will help 
those dependants left behind 
when you die. Now that is what is 
called a regimental family!

The first Elizabeth Crosses and 
Memorial Scrolls are to be granted 
from 1 August 2009 (and will be 
retrospective to the end of the 
Second World War).  The Elizabeth 
Cross is made of hallmarked silver 
and is in the form of a cross with 
a laurel wreath passing between 
the arms. The arms of the Cross 
bear floral symbols representing 
England (Rose), Scotland (Thistle), 
Ireland (Shamrock) and Wales 
(Daffodil).  The Elizabeth Cross 
will be granted to the next of kin 
of Armed Forces personnel killed 
on operations or as a result of 
terrorism in a mark of national 
recognition for their loss.  
 
Next of kin will receive the 
Elizabeth Cross - a sterling silver 
emblem in the shape of a cross 
over a wreath - plus a Memorial 
Scroll signed by The Queen which 
will bear the name of the person 
who died.  
 
The Elizabeth Cross and Memorial 
Scroll will not just be granted to 
families who have lost loved ones 
in the recent operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan; The Queen’s 
recognition will also be available 
to the families of those who died 
in conflicts dating back to 1948, 
including the Korean War, the 
Falklands conflict and operations in 
Northern Ireland.  

The Elizabeth 
Cross



The Association tie is of a silk/
polyester Gunner zig zag design 
depicting the crossed quiills and 
the ‘AC’ in gold. Please send a 
cheue to te value of £13.00 made 
payable to The Artillery Clerks’ 
Association to: 
Mr Roy Deal MBE, 
34 Birchwood Drive, 
Durrington, 
Salisbury, 
Wiltshire SP4 8ER.

Artillery Clerks’ 
Association Ties

Your RAA On-Line
The Royal Artillery Association is 
widely publicised on the Internet 
and is currently undergoing major 
changes and additions.  As well 
as our own website, theraa.
co.uk, we now have a presence 
on Facebook, the British Army 
Website (www.army.mod.uk/
artillery) and on ArmyNET. It will 
take a little while for the latter 
two sites to be fully operational 
so I kindly ask for your patience. 
These websites provide you with 
an informative and fun way of 
finding out what’s going on in the 
Gunner world and for keeping in 
touch with Gunner friends and 
comrades.  Many branches now 
have websites of their own and 
more and more branch members 
are able to access the internet.  
It’s a good way to advertise 
your branch and maybe attract 
new, younger members and an 
invaluable method of advertising 
your reunions and get-togethers.     

A major aspect of the history of 
the Artillery Clerks are the men 
who achieved this prestigious 
appointment.  With the aim of 
recording as much of this aspect 
of our history as possible, I have 
started to compile an Artillery 
Clerks’ ‘family tree’.  The objective 
of the project is to gather and 
record as much information as 
possible on the AC’s that filled 
posts in units, and also the career 
history of these individuals.  It is 
my intention that the documents 
produced will form part of Joe 
Hoggin’s History of the Artillery 
Clerks’ Association.  The primary 
sources of information are the 
memories of the members of 
this Association, however, these 
memories are subject to the 
vagaries of ageing and human 
mortality.  

So far I have had input from 
around 20 AC’s.  From this small 
number we have been able to 
gather some information on 72 
units at 71 different locations and 
184 individual ACs.  The earliest 
date we have reached is for an 
AC who joined the Army in 1949.  
This is a good start but it is only 
the tip of the iceberg.  I would like 
to encourage all ex ACs who have 
yet to contact me, to spend a few 
minutes committing their memories 
to paper or email and send me 
as much information as they can 
about the units they served in, 
the dates of their postings and 
the appointments they filled.  Also 
any information  about brother 
ACs, who served with them or 
with whom they had contact.  For 
example, if you were a Chief Clerk 
who was your Assistant Chief 
Clerk or 2nd Sergeant?  Who was 
the SM(AC) or QMS(AC) that you 
used to send reports and returns 
to at the Div Arty HQ?

You may feel that your service in 
the Army was a long time ago 
and that you can remember very 
few details.  I know from personal 
experience that once you have 
started to write something down 
it starts the memory cells working 
and soon other names, places 
and dates spring to mind.  Please 
give it a go and send me whatever 
information you can.  It does not 
matter whether it is one paragraph 
stating one unit you served in 
or a appreciable fraction of the 
AC’s roll, it is all of great value.  A 
template to help you record your 
memories can be found as a link 
from the Association website.

This is a worthwhile project, the 
history of the men who were proud 
to call themselves Artillery Clerks 
should be recorded before it fades 
into history. 

This information should be 
completed on the template 
available on the website at 
www.artyclerkassn.org which 
should be printed off or 
downloaded and then filled out as 
appropriate. The completed forms 
should then be forwarded to Steve 
Read as soon as you possibly can 
at:

Mr S Read, 22 Canada Rise
Market Lavington,Devizes
Wiltshire SN10 4AD

or email: acproject@virginmedia.com

Artillery Clerks Family Tree by Steve Read 
(former WO2 (QMS(AC))



ARMY ORDER 54 OF 1903

Pay and Promotion of Clerks, Royal Artillery

EDWARD R.I.

A.O.54  WHEREAS We deem it expedient to amend the regulations relating           18
April to the pay and promotion of soldiers employed as clerks in Our Royal Artillery;      Artillery
1903                    3038

  OUR WILL AND PLEASURE is that all soldiers who may hereafter
be permanently employed as clerks in Our Royal Artillery shall form a section 
to be called the Artillery Clerks’ Section, and shall, from the 1st April 1903, be
paid and promoted as follows:

     Rank   Pay Class for 
Allowances.

1ST DIVISION
        s.  d.
On Promotion from the  Warrant Officer   5   6  16
2nd Division

2ND DIVISION  

On promotion from 3rd  Company Sergeant Major  4  0  17
  Division.
After 3 year’s service with  Quarter Master Sergeant  4  6  16
  pay at 4s per day.
After 3 year’s service with  Quarter Master Sergeant  5  0  16
  pay at 4s 6d per day.

3RD DIVISION

On appointment   Acting Bombardier  2  0  20
After one year’s service in  Bombardier   2  6  20
  the division
After 2 year’s service with  Corporal    3  0  20
  pay at 2s 6d a-day.
After 2 year’s service with  Sergeant    3  6  19
  pay at 3s a-day.

No increase of rank or pay under this article shall be allowed, unless
specially recommended by the officer under whom the non-commissioned officer 
is serving.

   Given at Our Court at St. James’s this 21st

      day of March, 1903, in the 3rd year of Our
      Reign.
     By His Majesty’s Command,

      Sr. JOHN BRODRICK

(Extract by kind permission of the Royal Artillery Institution)



General

1. The Association, entitled the “Artillery Clerks’ Association” was formed at Woolwich on Saturday 7th March 1998.  
This Charter is being adopted to guide its activities.  The Charter may be changed at any time by the Committee to 
reflect the wishes of the Association members.

2. The Aim and Object of the Artillery Clerks’ Association is to promote comradeship amongst its members, both 
serving and retired and to provide a focal point for all members of the Association.  The Association is essentially an old 
comrades association of former Artillery Clerks, either serving or retired.

3. The Artillery Clerks’ Association is affiliated to and is a Branch of the Royal Artillery Association (RAA).  All members 
of the Royal Artillery Association will be granted life membership of the RAA on acceptance.

Eligibility

4. Full Members.  Full membership of the Association is open to any former Artillery Clerk in the rank range 
from Sergeant to Warrant Officer Class 1, either serving or retired.   Membership may also be granted, with the 
recommendation of a former Artillery Clerk or member of the Association, to clerks who served in the Royal Artillery 
in the rank range from Gunner to Bombardier, and have subsequently been promoted to Sergeant in the Adjutant 
General’s Corps.

5. Honorary Membership.  Honorary Membership of the Association is specially designed to cover the widows 
and relatives of deceased Artillery Clerks.  Other special cases of honorary membership will be considered on merit 
by the Committee and voted upon by the Committee and voted upon by the members at the Annual General Meeting 
(AGM).  Honorary members may not vote on matters voted upon at the AGM.

6. Authorization.   Membership of the Association may be sought by anyone under these rules.  In the event 
of there being some doubt regarding application, the Artillery Clerks’ Association Committee will arbitrate.  The 
Association Committee has the right to refuse any application for membership, or cancel any existing membership, for 
example, for disciplinary reasons.

Purpose

7. The specific purpose of the Association is to provide:

 a. A focal point for comradeship, largely through periodic reunion of:

  (1) A formal Annual Reunion Dinner.
  (2) An informal Dinner to be held at a frequency and location to be decided by the Committee, to include wives, 
   girlfriends and widows.
  (3) A very limited welfare service.  This essentially means that the Artillery Clerks’ Association, in promoting 
   contacts between members, provides a network through which help can be given to any member.  The 
   focus for this activity within the Association is the Secretary.

Organisation

8. The affairs of the Artillery Clerks’ Association will be overseen by the Artillery Clerks’ Association Committee.  The 
Committee will meet at intervals decided upon by the Chairman, and will comprise of:

 a. President (Honorary).

 b. Chairman.

Artillery Clerks’ Association Charter



 c. Secretary.  Responsibilities cover:

  (1) Association Membership.

  (2) Correspondence.

  (3) Providing a focus for the Association’s welfare work and links to the RAA.

  (4) Production of a periodic newsletter.

  (5) Coordinating the activities of the Area Representatives.

 d. Treasurer.  Responsibilities cover:

  (1) Maintenance of a bank account entitled the “Artillery Clerks’ Association”.

  (2) Accounting for all the finances of the Artillery Clerks’ Association.

  (3) Presenting a Statement of Account to the Committee (as and when required) and annually at the AGM

 e. Regional Representatives.  Responsibilities cover:

  (1) The recruitment of new members.

  (2) Maintaining an area membership list.

  (3) Coordinating travel to Reunions and other Association activities.

Areas covered are:

  (1) Northern Ireland.
  (2) Scotland.
  (3) Wales.
  (4) The North West consisting of Cumbria, Lancashire, Merseyside, Greater Manchester and Cheshire.
  (5) The North consisting of Northumberland, Tyne and Wear, Durham, Cleveland, North, West and South 
   Yorkshire and Humberside.
  (6) The Midlands consisting of Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, 
   West Midlands, Leicestershire, Hereford and Worcestershire and Warwickshire. 
  (7) The East consisting of Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, Essex, Northamptonshire, Hertfordshire, 
   Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and Suffolk.
  (8) London Area
  (9) The South consisting of Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Surrey, West Sussex, East Sussex  
   and Kent.
  (10) The West consisting of Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Avon and Wiltshire.
  (11) Germany.
  (12) The Rest of the World – covered by the Secretary.

9. Additional members of the Committee may be appointed by the Chairman as required, for example, Reunion 
Secretary and Assistant Secretary.

Fees

10. Membership fees are to be determined by the Committee.  There is to be a fee to join the Association and the 
annual renewal fee.

11. Fees are to cover the costs of administration, including telephone calls, postage and stationery. 

12 . Reunions are to be self-financing, that is, those attending are to meet the full cost of all activities of the Reunion.



Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the Central Sgts 
Mess Larkhill, Saturday 7th May 2011

1. Opening Remarks by the 
Chairman
The Chairman opened the meeting 
and took the opportunity to warmly 
welcome everyone to Larkhill, 
especially those who had travelled 
long distances and those who 
had not attended an Association 
Reunion for some time.  He hoped 
that all the arrangements made by 
the Committee were satisfactory 
and that all members were looking 
forward to a constructive AGM 
and an enjoyable dinner with our 
Guest of Honour, General Sir David 
Richards, Chief of the Defence 
Staff and our other guests.

2. Apologies for Absence
There were 30 apologies for 
absence, the majority of which 
were listed in the Reunion Dinner 
Menu Card.

3. Approval of the Minutes of the 
Annual General Meeting
held on Saturday 24th April 2010
The Secretary stated that the 
Minutes had been circulated to 
all members via Crossed Quills 
Issue 14 and it was not intended 
to read them out again unless a 
member wished it to be done so.  
A proposal was taken to ensure 
that they were a true record:

Proposer: 
 WO2 (SQMS) Ron Holmes
Seconder: 
 Mr Steve Callaghan

4. Matters Arising from the 
Minutes of the Annual General 
Meeting held on Saturday 24th 
April 2010
There were no matters arising from 
the Minutes of the Annual General 
Meeting held on Saturday 24th 
April 2010.

5. Chairman’s Report
The Chairman said that it was 
with deep sadness that he 
started his report by recalling 
the death in early January of 
Jim Cussell, especially as he 
knew it will be painful to Dave 
Cussell who was present.   The 
Chairman added that Jim was 
his first Chief Clerk when he was 
undergoing commando training 
(without much success) in 1965 
with 95 Commando Regiment.  
The Chairman recalled that even 
though he was relegated to 
what might be called a “full time 
amendments clerk” (cutting and 
pasting amendments to QRs 
and MML). Jim looked after him 
all the time he was in Plymouth.   
Jim was also, of course, a great 
supporter of our Association and 
the Chairman could not remember 
a reunion weekend which Jim did 
not attend.

The Chairman went on to say that 
he did not want to invade in the 
Secretary’s Report but would like 
to personally congratulate Russ 
Lee on his recent promotion to Lt 
Col.  The Chairman added that 
he would like to think that the 
nurturing and influence he and his 
brother had in his formative years 
as a documents clerk in 94 Regt 
in 1975/6 gave Russ the sound 
foundation for his full and varied 
carrier so far.   

The Chairman mentioned that 
during the past week he had been 
in touch with Lady Jane Viggers, 
the wife of our Honorary President.   
The Committee had rather hoped 
that the Honorary President and 
Lady Viggers could both come to 
the dinner but delays in the NHS 
system have conspired to get in 
the way.   The Chairman added 

that the General was scheduled to 
have a twice postponed operation 
on Tuesday and that General and 
Lady Viggers had both sent their 
good wishes for a successful 
Reunion and very much look 
forward, all being well, to join  us 
next year.

The Chairman then would like to 
put on record three highlights over 
the past year.   

Firstly, the Reunion Dinner 
organised by Ron Holmes in 
Germany which he had attended.   
Although the attendance list 
was rather short it was a most 
enjoyable weekend.  The Chairman 
thanked Ron for his dedicated 
work in keeping these important 
Reunions going in Germany.  

Secondly, The Chairman said that 
watching our Association Standard 
being paraded at the Annual 
Festival of Remembrance in the 
Royal Albert Hall in front of some 
7m television viewers was a source 
of great personal satisfaction.  
Andrew Jones did the Association 
proud – The Chairman thanked 
Andrew for his dedication as our 
Standard Bearer.   

The Chairman concluded by 
saying that this Reunion would 
be remembered for a long time.   
Very few Gunner associations 
can boast that they have had the 
Master Gunner (twice) and the 
Chief of the Defence Staff as their 
Guests of Honour.  It is a testimony 
of the value of the Association, and 
especially its members, held by 
those who accept our invitations.   
The Chairman said that all our 
VIP guests know that Artillery 
Clerks provided the backbone in 
the life and well being of Gunner 



Headquarters and Regiments.   
The Chairman remarked that the 
CDS would probably mention 
that without the watchful eye and 
support of Ron Holmes as his 
Battery Clerk and Brian Morgan as 
his Chief Clerk he wouldn’t have 
got to where he is today!!   

Finally, the Chairman thanked the 
Committee for their hard work 
and for their commitment to the 
Association.  Their combined 
stewardship in arranging the 
Reunion Weekend, producing and 
circulating Crossed Quills, keeping 
in contact with members and 
where necessary their spouses 
and dependents, recruiting 
new members, looking after 
the accounts and the website 
and being the visible arm of 
the Association on ceremonial 
occasions has been exceptional 
once again this year. 

The Chairman ended his report by 
wishing everyone a most enjoyable 
evening and a safe journey home 
after the Reunion.    

6. Secretary’s Report
The Secretary, Mr Andy Tibble 
MSM made the following 
comments:

• Membership stands at 202.  
Last years we were at 201.
 
We had four new members: 

Former SSgt (AC) Ken Russell who 
joined us on the 13th May 2010.   
Ken lives in Solihull, London

Sgt Gary Harland who joined us on 
the 22nd June 2010.  Gary is 
currently stationed in Germany

Sgt Mark Thorington who joined us 
on the 17th October 2011.  
Mark is currently stationed in 
Germany

Former WO2 Alan Phillips who 
joined us on the 29th March 2011.  
Alan lives in Witney, Oxfordshire

• Deaths
 
Former SSgt (AC) Brian Garthwaite 
who died on 21st May 2010   
Age not known.

Former Sgt John ‘Yogi’ Yeowell 
who died on the 15th November 
2010. Aged 93.

Former WO1(SMAC) Jim Cussell 
who died on the 3rd January 2011. 
Aged 83.

• Promotions

Lt Col Russ Lee RA on being 
recently promoted to Lt Col on the 
28th February 2011.

SSgt Snowy Snowdon on being 
recently promoted to WO2  
(SQMS).

• St Barbara’s Day Service 

St Barbara’s Day Service will be 
held at Larkhill in the Church of 
St Alban the Martyr on the 4th 
December 2011.  The Service will 
be followed by lunch in the Sgts’ 
Mess.  Further details will follow in 
due course.

• Ties 

Ties are on sale this weekend from 
either Roy Deal or me at a cost of 
£13.00.

• Change in personal details

Reminder to keep the Secretary 
informed of any changes of rank, 
address, telephone numbers, email 
addresses, awards etc, etc.

• Crossed Quills

Items for Crossed Quills Issue No 
15 are to be with the Secretary by 
Friday 2nd September 2011.

• Recruitment of new members.  
It was proposed that both senior 
retired and younger serving 
members try and recruit new 

members to the Association.

• Standard Bearer (Andrew 
Jones).  Represented the 
Association at:

5th December 2010 – St Barbara’s 
Day Service
6th November 2010 - Festival of 
Remembrance (Royal Albert Hall)
18th February 2011 – Royal 
Artillery Parade at Esher
3rd April 2011 – Gunner Sunday 
(Royal Hospital Chelsea)

7. Assistant Secretary’s Report
In the absence of the Assistant 
Secretary, Mr Roy Deal MBE, the 
Secretary informed those present 
that the Assistant Secretary had no 
points to raise at this AGM.

8. Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer, Major Paul Corker 
AGC (SPS) made the following 
comments:

Liquidity State as at Saturday 27th 
May 2011

Assets
Current Bank Balance £2329.62
Deposit Bank Balance £2256.39
Shop Stock £156.00

Total Assets (A) £4742.01
Liabilities
Function £1655.14
Total Liabilities (B) £1655.14

Available Cash (A-B) £3086.87

Notes:
Subscriptions.  There is £1545.00 
owed in outstanding subscriptions.  
For the current year there are 61 
members who have failed to pay 
their subscriptions. This equates 
to 50.06% of our worth lost to 
debtors.  

Mandate.  62 members are not 
paying by the Standing Order 
Mandate.  
Members are continuously 
encouraged to subscribe by this 
method.



Gift Aid.  The Treasurer has 
received a total of £1,969:81 from 
the Inland Revenue.  Sadly the 
chancellor has reduced our take 
from £1.41 to £1.25 for every 
£5.00 we pay.  There are 54 
members who are yet to join the 
gift aid scheme.  Annual income is 
approx £150:00.  

Treasurer’s Updates.  All members 
are reminded of their subscriptions 
within the Crossed Quills and at 
the AGM.  They are also invited to 
join the mandate system and gift 
aid.

Income and Expenditure 
Report 2010.  The Income and 
Expenditure Report for 2010 was 
submitted to the Royal Artillery 
Association, signed by the 
Chairman and Secretary. A copy 
of this report was made available 
to those present to look through if 
they so wished.  

Insurance.  The insurance for the 
fund is valid until 31 Mar 12.  It is 
with the firm Towergate Wilsons.  
The cost this year was £283:87.  
This includes personal accident 
cover for the Chairman, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Reunion Secretary, 
Standard Bearer and Regional 
Secretaries.  

Shop Stock.  Ties cost £13:00 
and there are 12 in stock.

Current and Future Financial 
Strength. The strength of the 
fund has not altered much over 
the years and currently stands at 
£3,086.87.  The problem regarding 
long-term debtors needs to be 
addressed and will be looked at by 
the Committee. 

Mick Hutchinson proposed and 
Steve Seymour seconded that the 
Treasurer’s Report be accepted.  
All members were in favour with 
this Proposal.

9. Welfare Secretary’s Report.  
Mr Dennis Norris made his first 

report as Welfare Secretary for the 
Association.   He said that there 
were very few active case files at 
present and added that this can 
only mean one of two things:

•  There are no other AC’s that 
require welfare support at this time.

•   There are AC’s who do 
require welfare support – but 
the Association is not aware of 
their need. He asked that if any 
member is aware of any individual 
who would benefit from support 
from the Association, but for 
whatever reason they have not 
come forward, to let him know 
either in person or by email – the 
details 
are on the Association web page.

He assured members that all 
contacts will be dealt with in the 
strictest confidence and sensitivity 
and, if the Association cannot 
give the direct help the individual 
requires, he will make enquiries 
with partner service organisations 
and charities to try to get the help 
required.

10. Historical Secretary’s Report.  
In the absence of the Historical 
Secretary, Mr Joe Hoggins, 
the Secretary passed on Joe’s 
thanks to those who had sent him 
information and photographs.  He 
went on to make a further request 
for Association members to send 
in any photographs from the past, 
so that they can be included in the 
Association’s History.

11. Germany Secretary’s Report.  
The Germany Secretary, WO2 
(SQMS) Ron Holmes gave a report 
on the 2010 Reunion which took 
place in 26 Regt RA, Gutersloh.  
He went on to say that this years 
Reunion Dinner will not take place 
in Germany due to his deployment 
on Operations and that, as far as 
he was aware, there was no one 
else able to run this event in his 
absence.

12. Reunion Secretary’s Report
The Reunion Secretary Capt 
Ian Constantine RA gave a 
comprehensive briefing on the 
format of the Reunion Dinner and 
the evening.

13. Election or re-election of 
Committee
The Secretary stated that the 
present Committee wished to 
remain in office as follows:

Chairman  
 Lt Col Joe Falzon BEM
Secretary 
 Mr Andy Tibble MSM
Assistant Secretary
 Mr Roy Deal MBE
Treasurer
 Maj Paul Corker AGC (SPS)
Reunion Secretary
 Capt Ian Constantine RA
Welfare Secretary
 Mr Dennis Norris
Historical Secretary
 Mr Joe Hoggins
Webmaster
 Mr David Stotan

Maj Dick Jeavons proposed and 
Mr Mick Johnson seconded this 
proposal. All members were in 
favour of this proposal

14. Any other Business
a.   Maj Pat Verdon recorded a 
vote of thanks on behalf of the 
Artillery Clerks’ Association to all 
members of the Committee who 
had done a sterling job over the 
past year looking after the interests 
of the Association.

b.   Mr Steve Read gave those 
present an update on the progress 
that had been made in drawing 
up a family tree which showed 
all those individual Artillery HQs, 
Regiments and units where 
members have served which 
would included details of Chief 
Clerks, Assistant Chief Clerks 
going all the way down, in time, 
to Battery Clerks.  He went on to 
say that good progress was being 
made, however, he would be most 



grateful if all those members who 
had not already sent him their 
returns, do so as soon as possible.  
The template can be found on 
the Artillery Clerks’ Association 
website at www.artyclerkassn.org.  
He went on to say that he would 
be looking at a way, in consultation 
with David Stotan, Webmaster, to 
see how this information could be 
accessible to members through 
our website.  Further updates will 
follow in due course.

Completed proforma’s should be 
forwarded to Steve Read at the 
following address or by email:

Postal address: 

Mr S Read
22 Canada Rise
Market Lavington
Devizes
Wiltshire SN10 4AD

email:  ArtyClkProject@gmail.com

15. Date of Next Meeting
The next Annual General Meeting 
will take place at Larkhill on a date 
to be decided upon. 

Eligibility for The 
Queens’s Diamond 
Jubilee Medal
The following people will be eligible 
for The Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
Medal:

Members of the Armed Forces 
(regular and reserves) who have 
completed five full calendar years 
service on 6th February 2012.

Emergency services personnel 
who have been in paid service, 
retained or in a voluntary capacity, 
who have to face the prospect of 
dealing with emergencies as part 
of their conditions of service, and 
have completed five full calendar 
years of service on 6th February 
2012.

Operational prison services 
personnel who regularly face 
difficult and sometimes emergency 
situations and have completed five 
full calendar years service on 6th 
February 2012.

All Police Community Support 
Officers (PCSOs) who are in 
service on 6th February 2012 and 
have completed five full calendar 
years of service.

Living holders of the Victoria Cross 
and George Cross.

Members of the Royal Households.

Lt Col (Retd) Joe Falzon (Chairman) & Peter Gauci after the 
Remembrance Sunday Parade which took place in Valletta, Malta on 
13th November 2011



The Service Personnel and 
Veterans Agency - SPVA is aimed 
at improving personnel, pensions, 
welfare and support services to 
members of the Armed Forces and 
veterans. 
 
The (MOD) places great store 
on the provision of high quality 
support services to serving military 
personnel, ex-Servicemen and 
women and their respective 
dependents. 
 
There are clear customer and 
business benefits in merging 
the Armed Forces Personnel 
Administration Agency (AFPAA) 
with the Veterans Agency to 
form the Service Personnel and 
Veterans Agency (SPVA).  
 

The Service 
Personnel and 
Veterans Agency 
- SPVA

The formation of SPVA has led to 
the provision of a fully integrated 
set of ‘through life’ personnel 
services to our serving and 
veterans community - where a 
single contact with the Agency 
will grant access to customer 
information and advice on 
pay, pensions, compensation 
payments, records of service and 
medal entitlement.  
 
SPVA is staffed by caring and 
experienced people, who make 
it their business to understand 
and empathise with the serving 
and veterans’ community and are 
committed to delivering a high 
quality service.  
 
The responsibility for all pension 
provision, whether a War pension 
or an Armed Forces pension falls 
under the direct control of SPVA, 
reducing the risk of omitting 
or duplicating information and 
providing for the first time, a truly 
joined up pension service.  
There is a free helpline on 0800 
169 2277 and further information 
is available online at: http://www.
veterans-uk.infor/

Planning for the 
future

The UK State Pension has 
changed.

The UK State Pension changed 
on 6 April 2010. People over 
55 or who have recently retired 
may need to take action now 
to make sure they son’t miss 
out on money for the future. For 
more information on how the 
State Pension is changing, visit 
the Direct Gov website at: www.
direct.gov.uk/pensions and follow 
Pensions and Retirement Planning, 
State Pension, Changes to State 
Pensions from 6 April 2010.

Andrew Jones (Standard Bearer) and Peter Gauci in Malta enjoying a pint 
and catching up.

Membership 
Recruiting - 
Eligibility for 
Membership
Full membership of the Association 
is open to any former Artillery Clerk 
in the rank range from Sergeant 
to Warrant Officer Class 1, either 
serving or retired. Membership 
may also be granted, with the 
recommendation of a former 
Artillery Clerk or member of the 
Association, to clerks who served 
in the Royal Artillery in the rank 
range from Gunner to Bombardier, 
and have subsequently been 
promoted to Sergeant and above 
in the Adjutant General’s Corps.



As most of you know we had to 
give the Artillery Clerks Germany 
Dinner a miss in 2011.  As 
I explained at the last AGM 
in Larkhill, I am involved with 
preparing for Ops, coupled with 
our host 26 Regt RA (also busy on 
Ops) and the Strategic Defence 
Review (more so with the whole 
re-basing Germany/UK politics) 
it was all too difficult.  You may 
be interested to know that the 
Government has given the MOD 
the task of removing 50% of 
troops in Germany by 2015 with 
the remainder to follow by 2020.  
Celle closes 2013, Munster closes 
2014, Hameln Closes 2014, whats 
left of JHQ becomes HQ BFG and 
will move to the Gutersloh Garrison 
area in 2012/13 to support what 
is left.  My HQ, HQ 1 (UK) Armd 
Div will move to Scotland in and 
around 2015, followed by Hohne 
Garrison closing with the Bde HQ 
going to the East Midlands.  20 
Bde will move around 2018 to 
Scotland with Paderborn Garrison 
turning off the lights in 2020.

With Richard Ancliffe now officially 
properly retired and back in UK 
our AC Germany numbers are 

dwindling.  The AC Germany list is:

WO2 Ron Holmes
WO2 Bob Smith (when he is not 
playing golf)
Hauke Michelsen
Tim Mathews
Pete Deverall
Alan Witts
Steve Seymour
Graham Flint (lost contact)
Iain Campbell (lost contact)
Sgt Gary Harland
Sgt Mark Thorington
WO1 Paul Phillips (will apply to be 
a member)
Russ Rogers (thinking about being 
a member)
WO2 Andy Moss (is not sure if he 
wants to be a member)

Andy Tibble came across to 
Germany with his family to visit 
relatives in August so we took 
the opportunity to have a micro 
reunion at my place along with 
Hauke Michelsen and his good 
lady.  It was on this occasion that 
Hauke hatched his plan on the 
AC Dinner 2012 in Idar Oberstein.  
See us drinking champagne 
Andy brought from a well known 
establishment in Highgrove.

Germany Report by WO2 (SQMS) Ron Holmes AGC(SPS)

By Col John Wilson

On a different subject.  I have 
found an interesting article in the 
British Army Review Spring 2011 
written by the retiring editor Col 
John Wilson which you may find 
interesting:



Duty Trek to Nepal October 2011 
By Major Paul Corker AGC(SPS)
Sometimes life throws things at 
you that you can’t afford to let 
them pass.  This was one of those 
moments for me.  Upon receiving 
a strange phone call from my 
Det Comd in Aug 11 regarding 
a visit for me to Nepal In Oct 11, 
I immediately began my initial 
planning.  You all know how it 
goes – of course I can go Colonel, 
everything is in hand.  You now 
need to convince others that they 
are the bee’s knees and entice 
them to cover for you whilst you’re 
away.

Political and military clearances 
obtained, I was to fly to 
Kathmandu on 9 Oct 11 and 
return sometime on 19 Oct.  The 
trek itself was to cover 5 long days 
in the West of Nepal in the area 
of Pokhara, travelling in an anti-
clockwise direction, but this was 
going to be no M25 (even in the 
rush hour).

Then something strange happened 
– I was asked if my other half 
would like to travel with me!!  
Obviously I would have to pay all 
the expenses – but this could have 
its advantages, or so I thought.  As 
most of you will testify I have never 
been blessed with commonsense 
which some senior officers have 
reported upon, I thought why not?  
Things just don’t turn out as you 
imagine them do they? - I wish I 
was blessed with hindsight!!  But 
then again life would be dull.  Anne 
jumped at the chance, that was 
it, she was on the team list and 
nothing was going to stop her.

The travel to Nepal was straight 
forward stopping in Doha.  Arriving 
in Kathmandu I couldn’t quite 
believe the activity going on in the 
city.  If you think the traffic is bad 
in England then don’t think about 
driving in Kathmandu. I am still 

laughing when I think of the pillion 
on a motorcycle was a ‘fresh faced 
yak!!  One night in the Officers’ 
Mess with the Gurkhas, then quite 
early the next morning we set off 
for a 40 minute flight to Pokhara, 
on a ‘Yeti Airlines’ flight (I thought 
I was being set up!!)  The place 
itself was so picturesque and we 
had a gentle stroll around the 
lake.  Looking up at the mountains 
(definitely not hills) I began to 
wonder what the next 5 days 
would bring. 

The trek is called ‘duty’ due to 
the fact that you are given certain 
tasks to complete and mine 
involved visiting Gurkha veterans 
and infrastructure/welfare projects 
that had been sponsored by 
the MoD.  I met my team of 5 
Porters and 1 Guide who would 
be responsible for Anne and I, so 
when all of the pre-administration 
had been completed we returned 
to our hotel for one last day of 
normality – and a good meal and 
a beer.

Daily routine always consisted 
of approximately a 10 hour trek, 
ensuring that I completed the 

set tasks.  Reveilles were at first 
light (6.15 a.m.) and immediately 
I was handed a coffee and a hot 
bowl of hot water for washing.  As 
soon as our personal equipment 
was packed breakfast arrived.  I 
always had porridge but the menu 
consisted of sausages and beans 
with other delights thrown in.  We 
would always stop off near a water 
point in a village and have a well 
earned lunch, splendidly prepared 
by our porters but my favourite 
was the nights, when unpacking 

was finished we sat down and ate 
a well prepared curry.   Darkness 
came early which meant going to 
bed about 7 p.m. 

Trek 1. This was the hardest of 
the treks, starting at Pumdi just 
west of Pokhara we had to visit a 
Rifleman Hastabahadur Gurung 
and his family.  He is 92 years of 
age and he welcomed the party 
with a typical Nepalese friendship.  
A nice cup of tea and a good chat 
set us up nicely for a 10 hour trek.  

My memories of Day 1 were the 
beautiful scenery, the splendid 
lunch provided by our porters and 

The Annapurna Mountain Range showing the ‘Fish Tail’.



climbing into my sleeping bag and 
falling immediately to sleep.  In the 
middle of this we were attacked 
by leeches which always seemed 
to find the most direct route to 
your blood no matter what you did 
to prevent them.  I must add that 
going up the mountains was easier 
than coming down.  The paths 
were narrow and slippery and 
presented us with many problems.  
We all survived with no injuries, this 
was down to good luck I believe, 
because I witnessed many falling 
over – this includes myself on 
several occasions .  In particular 
Anne was very fortunate not to 
topple from a cliff top, but luckily 
her porter was there to give a very 
timely helping hand. 

Trek 2.  A bit stiff around the thighs 
and pain in the knees I set off once 
again to a beautiful morning.  If 
you imagine climbing your stairs 
continuously for about 3 hours 
then this was just the start.  At 
the top of a mountain we found a 
hotel (a Nepalese B&B really) and 
I treated all of the party to a well 
earned bottle of coke.  What a 
luxury and it gave us a bit of a lift 
for the next part of the journey.  

Whilst drinking two Australians 
joined us, a seasoned traveller 

and his wife.  They were going the 
opposite way and couldn’t believe 
the climb we had just made.  The 
trekking then became easier as 
we headed down to a place called 
Arthar.  The locals came out and 
greeted us and we sat chatting 
whilst they prepared some of the 
school classrooms for us to sleep 
in.  Water was readily available and 
we made good use of the facilities 
provided.  Our task of visiting 
a water project at Kahule was 
completed, the necessary photos 
and documentation finished and 
filed away we settled down once 
again to a peaceful night.  I did not 
show Anne the spider that was 
occupying our room; suffice to say 
it didn’t leave without putting up 
one hell of a fight!!

Trek 3.  As we set off, we were 
accompanied by one of the locals 
who walked with us for about an 
hour, where on his departure he 
showed us a short cut.  We had to 
make a good 10 hour trek south 
to a small place called Panchamul.  
My task that day was to visit the 
widow of a Gurkha veteran but 
sadly when I arrived at her house 
I was informed that she had been 
taken to hospital feeling unwell 
the day before.  Falling behind 
in our schedule we were offered 

a lift by some locals which we 
kindly accepted, it was one of 
the most interesting rides I have 
ever encountered.  I have been to 
some amusement parks in my life 
and after a few beers I have been 
cajoled to go on some scary rides 
but believe me they were nothing 
compared to this.  On arriving in 
the town the people once again 
afforded us the facilities of the 
school and happily we agreed.

Trek 4.  We were now moving 
East again to the town of Syangja 
where we were going to be 
accommodated at the Gurkha 
Welfare Centre.  This meant 
showers and other delights so we 
pushed on.  We visited a widow, 
Shreekala Gharti (aged 85) in Daru 
where we had a local biscuit, cup 
of tea and all were made to feel at 
home whilst we rested.  Time was 
pressing so we took a local bus 
ride to the town of Syangja.  We all 
thought we were going to die, but 
after about 10 minutes of being 
thrown all over the place we just 
smiled as more and more people 
joined us.  I will never complain 
about public transport again the 
UK.  We arrived at the Gurkha 
Welfare Centre were we were 
greeted by the staff and OC Capt 
(QGO) Rukumbahadur Rana who 
was ex 1 RGR.  A guide and he led 
us to the water project Badkhola 
where I took the photos and wrote 
my report.  I slept in a bed, had a 
shower but before sleep we sat 
and enjoyed the best curry ever 
washed down by a local cold beer.  
Heaven.

Trek 5.  In order for us to reach 
our pick up point on time that day 
we started with a 30 minute local 
bus ride.  This was a comfortable 
journey on well established roads 
and I enjoyed looking at the 
scenery as we climbed up the 
mountain.  All too soon we were 
on the road side looking at the 
next stage of our trek.  This was 
a beautiful day for trekking as we 
followed a stream through a valley 

The team take a well earned rest on day 1.    



and like most days we began to 
climb the mountain.   We found the 
Shree Chandidanda High School 
at Phusrekhola with few problems, 
where on arrival we were greeted 
by some strange looks from the 
pupils.  The Headmaster and staff 
took us to a room and gave us 
refreshments.  We discussed many 
topics which focussed on the 
computers donated by the Gurkha 
Welfare Trust and the repairs to 
some of the buildings.  We said 
our farewells as we headed to our 
last assignment.  We found the 
widow Bhadrikumari Gharti (aged 

76) at her home with some of her 
friends and after a chat about 
things in life we moved on to have 
lunch overlooking Joanna Lumley’s 
adopted hill.  (See below).

The 3 hour trek down to 
Phusrekhola (Chhorepatan) went 
without incident.  We sat outside 
a small shop and had a coke 
waiting for our transport.  One 
night in Pokhara followed by 
an unforgettable flight back to 
Kathmandu where I believe the 
Yeti landed the plane because I 
have never heard so many people 

The route we have just taken.    

scream all at once – I can honestly 
say I did not because I was so 
tired.  Shopping with Anne for 2 
days in Kathmandu was harder 
than the trek and we said our 
fondest farewells to Nepal.

I look back to the trek with many 
fond memories, the places we 
visited, the interesting people 
we met, the sheer hard work of 
the trek, building team cohesion 
and understanding what the 
basics of life really mean.  Good 
companionship, food, clean, cold 
water and good health.  Oh and a 
very cold bottle of Carlsberg beer 
in the middle of nowhere when you 
least expect it.

To all of the people who assisted 
Anne and I and made the journey 
so memorable I say ……

TAPAINHARUKO MADDATKO 
LAGI DHERAI SYABASI 
ANI DHANYABAD DINA 
CHAHANCHHU

Very well done and thank you very 
much for all the help.
    



77th Artillery Clerks’ Reunion and Association Dinner

The 77th Artillery Clerk’s Reunion 
and Association Dinner took place 
on Saturday 7 May 2011 in Central 
Sergeants’ Mess in Larkhill.  This 
year the Association managed to 
secure General Sir David Richards, 
the Chief of the Defence Staff, as 
the Guest of Honour
Inclement weather conspired 
to get in the way of a formal 
reunion photograph, however 
the evening started off in fine 
form with pre-dinner drinks and a 
chance for General David to meet 
the Committee and Association 
members and the other guests 
attending the evening; Lieutenant 
Colonel Ian Vere Nicoll, the 
General Secretary of the Royal 
Artillery Association and Miss 
Kate Knowles, the Deputy Editor 
of Gunner Magazine.  CDS 
was in irrepressible form and 
thoroughly enjoyed the chance to 
be amongst friends and reminisce 
with colleagues from years gone 
by.  The Reunion sat down for 
dinner to the accompaniment of 
the Woodwind Quintet from the 
Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas 
who provided excellent music, 
much to the delight of CDS, who is 
also the Colonel Commandant to 
the Brigade of Gurkhas.  Following 
the normal thankyous the Reunion 
Secretary proposed a toast to 
Absent Friends and introduced 
the Guest of Honour.  General 
David thanked the Association 
for its invitation and recalled his 
time as a young officer, a Battery 
Commander and a Commanding 
Officer, letting slip a few stories 
that some Association Members 
present may well have wished to 
remain hidden.

The Guests and Association 
Members then retired to the bar 
to continue the Reunion.  The 
evening, as ever, proved to be a 
huge success, carried out in a 

relaxed atmosphere in comfortable 
surroundings.  Those that still 
could, remained until the bar 
closed, reminiscing and telling 
many stories, some which may 
even have been true.

The Committee and all Association 
Members would like to thank the 
Royal Artillery Sergeant Major 
and RSM 14 Regiment for their 
continued support and of course 
the Mess Staff without whom the 

Reunion would not be half the 
success it always is.

For further details regarding the 
Artillery Clerks’ Reunion and 
Association Dinner please visit 
our website artyclerkassn.org or 
contact the Reunion Secretary, 
Capt Ian Constantine RCMO 
39 Regt RA, Albermarle Bks, Nr 
Harlow Hill, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE15 0RF.



Friday Evening
Who’s who?



a. Andy Tibble MSM (Secretary), Brian Morgan & Capt Ian Constantine (Reunion 
Secretary) enjoying a pint!
b. Lt Col Joe Falzon (Chairman) & Tom Webb
C. WO2 (RQMS) Ron Holmes (Reunion Secretary Germany), Tom Webb & Hauke 
Michelson
d. Peter Gauci, Andy Tibble MSM & Lt Col Joe Falzon
e. Dennis Norris (Welfare Secretary) & Maj Bob Cowan
f. Steve Seymour & Roy Deal (Assistant Secretary)
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g. Steve Callaghan & William Wallace
h. WO2 (SQMS) Ron Holmes, Derek Baldry & Steve Seymour
i. Steve Callaghan & Mick Hutchinson singing get the beers in!!
j. Steve Callaghan, Hauke Michelson, Capt Ian Constantine & Dennis Norris
k. Andy Tibble MSM, Maj Bob Cowan & Mick Hutchinson posing for the camera! 
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Saturday Evening

a. Lt Col Joe Falzon (Chairman), Gen Sir David Richard (CDS - Guest of Honour) & Andy Tibble MSM (Secretary) discussing the 
History of The Artillery Clerks’ Association
b.Gen Sir David Richard signing the visitors book. Inset: Lt Col Joe Falzon
c. Lt Col Joe Falzon, Lt Col Russ Lee MBE, Maj Paul Corker (Treasurer), Gen Sir David Richard, Brian Morgan & Lt Col Ian Vere 
Nicoll (Guest)
d. Gen Sir David Richard, Lt Col Russ Lee & Maj Pat Verdon
e. Brian Morgan, Gen Sir David Richard, WO2 (RQMS) Ron Holmes, Maj Pat Verdon & Hauke Michelson
f. WO2 (SQMS) Ron Holmes, Miss Kate Knowles (Guest), Lt Col Russ Lee MBE & Brian Morgan
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g. Marty Hester & Geoff Hyatt enjoying a glass of port!
h. Maj Paul Corker, Gen Sir David Richards, Brigade of Gurkha’s Band Leader & Capt Ian Constatine
i. Gen Sir David Richards addressing those members present at the Reunion Dinner
j. David Stotan (Webmaster), Kate Knowles (Guest), Maj Bob Cowan & Maj Dave Cussell
k. Andy Tibble MSM, Lt Col Russ Lee MBE, WO2 (SQMS) Ron Holmes & Mick Grenham enjoying a glass of port!
l. Lt Col Joe Falzon, Lt Col Ian Vere Nicoll (Guest) & Peter Gauci
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m. Hauke Michelson presenting a bottle of ‘German Artillery Gun fire’ to Gen Sir David Richards.
n. Front Row: Tom Webb & Joe Phelps, Rear Row: WO2 (SQMS) Ron Holmes & Hauke Michelson
o. Mick Johnston, William Wallace & Derek Baldry
p. Gen Sir David Richards discussing the old days with his old Chief Clerk Brian Morgan
q. Mick Hutchinson & Steve Callaghan discussing tactics!
r. Mick Grenham & Kate Knowles (Guest)
s. Maj Dave Cussell & Gen Sir David Richards. Inset: Hauke Michelson & Mick Hutchinson
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t. Leo Lyall, Mick Johnston & WO2 (SQMS) Ron Holmes
u. Dave Manchester & Maj Pat Verdon
v. WO2 (SQMS) Ron Holmes, Mick Johnston & Andy Tibble MSM
w. Maj Pat Verdon, Lt Col David Brown, Mick Grenham, Mick Hutchinson, Marty Hester & Maj Dave Cussell
x. Andrew Jones (Standard Bearer), Maj Dick Jeavons, Gen Sir David Richards & Dave Manchester
y. Hauke Michelson, Tom Webb, Marty Hester & Joe Phelps
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Artillery Clerks Association - Members list as at 13 December 2011

Sparky Allen
Alf Alvin
Richard Ancliffe
Alan Ashcroft
Al Artley
Brian Bailey
Pip Bailey
Derek Baldry
Brian Bassett
Brian Baylis
Taff Bellis
Chris Berry
Martin Birch
Dave Boulton
Peter Bradburn
Denis Brett
Graham Brown
David Brown
Phil Buckingham
Titch Buckley
Budgie Burgess
Martin Butler
Steve Callaghan
Iain Campbell
Walter Carney
Rob Clarke
Lawrence Collingwood                               
Ian Constantine
Paul Corker
Stan Cornwell
Mike Cottrell
Bob Cowan
Dennis Crawford
Kev Crump
Peter Currie
Dave Cussell
Colin Davidson
Paul Davies
Steve Davies
Roy Deal
Pete Deverall
John Dewberry
Ray Dickinson
John Dixon
Jim Doran
Paddy Ennis
Roger Essex
Sid Evans
Ted Fairbrass
Joe Falzon
Jim Findlay
Ron Flemmings
Graham Flint
Alan Foot

Foxy Fox
Martin Geddes
Ian Grant
Mick Grenham
Ian Groom
John Haddock
Colin Haine
Ted Hall
‘H’ Hammond
Graham Hampton
Gary Harland
Adrian Harrison
Chris Harvey
Steve Hawke
Phil Hayes
Phil Headford
Marty Hester
Alan Hill
Geordie Himlin
Joe Hoggins
Vic Holdaway
Ron Holmes
Paddy Hope
Richard Horner
Idris Hughes
Stu Hunt
Mick Hutchinson
Geoff Hyatt
Geoff Janik
Dick Jeavons
Bill Johnson
Mick Johnston
Andrew Jones
Ted Jones
Derek Kelsey
Clive Knaggs
Ralph Lalabalavu
John Lane
Dave Larcombe
Russ Lee
Ray Lewis
Bob Lewney
John Lindley
Alan Lowthian
Leon Lyall
Dave Manchester
Adam Martin
Tony Martin
George Martin
Tim Mathews
Tresh Matthews
Ken May
Tommy McCarthy
John McDermott

George McLachlan
Paul McMahon
James McNamara
Martin Meek
Tony Meek
Eddie Mills
Tam Millsip
Hauke Michelson
Brian Morgan
Bill Morland
Ian Morris
Andy Moss
Tony Mott
Paul Mudd
Richard Nichol
Dennis Norris
Tony Nuttall
Andy O’Neill
Steve Paton
Roy Penhallurick
Nick Perkovic
Paul Perry
Joe Phelps
Alan Phillips
Dennis Phillipson
Chris Piper
Eddie Platts
Jim Pottle
Garry Prottey
Steve Prowse
Derek Ralphs
Steve Read
John Reynolds
Howard Richardson
Neil Ridout
Des Riley
Jim Roast
Brian Rose
Arthur Rowell
Ken Russell
Alan Sawdon
Vince Scott
Steve Seymour
Mike Shellard
Chris Shuter
Sid Siddall
Dougie Silver
Tony Skinner
Bob Smith
Dave Smith
Brian Smith
Snowy Snowdon
Phil Spencer
Mark Spring

Trevor Spurr
Will Stirman
David Stotan
Dave Straw
Andy Sykes
Ritchie Syme
John Taylor
Mark Testi
Mark Thorington
Andy Tibble
Gordon Timmis
Trig Tregower
Frank Trimby
Steve Truslove
Mel Turpie
Dave Tyler
Gary Tyson
Pat Verdon
Dave Vesty
Freddie Viggers
William Wallace
Dick Walmsley
Daz Ward
Ken Ward
Ron Waterfield
Tom Webb
Andy West
Ronnie Whelan
Geoff Whitby
Wills Williams
Jeff Williams
Ian Williams
Mick Williams
John Wilson
Alan Witts
Chris Wood
Al Wood
Woody Woodford
Robert Worley
Den Wright
Bill Young

Membership stands at 203

W



WANTED
for membership of the Association

John Adams
Ron Allen
Peter Allwright
Jimmy Anderson
Ron Anson
Dave Askham
Robbie Astick
Bob Barber
Gary Barker
Baz Barry
Ron Baynes
Benny Bennett
James Bond
Dave Boswell
Adrian Boxall
Ron Bristo
Dave Brookes
Alan Broomhead
Tom Browne
Dave Burfitt
Paul Buxton
Tom Carmichael
Stuart Carnegie
Fred Carroll
Jeff Carter
Mick Carter
Les Carton
Merv Chadwick 
Chris Chamberlain
Bill Charlsworth
Dick Cliffe
M Collinge
Andy Collins
S Cornwell
Fred Cullingford
Alan Cosgrove
Sandy Cran
Keith Creswell
Harold Deacon
John DeMaria
Pat DeMaria
Jim Diamond
Derek Donovan
P Drury
Mick Dunn
Dave Dunn
Mel Durrant
Roger Escott
Karl Ezard
Steve Edgeley
Paul Evans

Paul Fairbank
TH Fairweather
Vic Ferguson
PE Field
Clif Fields
Dick Finch
Dave Fisher
Keith Garbett
Derek Gauci
Les Gillard
Chris Gluning
Paul Green
Mike Greening
John Haddow
CJ Hamley
Bob Hagen
Brian Harrington
Terry Hart
Ted Harvey
Adrian Hawker
Bill Heaven
Andy Holder
John Hopkins
Mick Hopkins
Steve Hoyle
Eric Hubbard
Pete Hubbard
Derek Hughes
Tony Hunt
Tab Hunter
Jim Hutch
Pete Hutchinson
Brian Hyland
G Jacobs
Alan Jeffery
Chris Jones
Steve Jones
Bob Kindness
Jack Knott
Steve Jukes
Kev Keast
Trevor Kemish
Dick Kibble
Alan King
Roy Kinsley
Dave Langstaff
Steve Lee 
Mark Lindsay-Smith
Harry Lomax
Derick Lund
Mick Lynch

Ron Marsh
C McCusker
Steve McKenna
Alistair McKenzie
Maurice Metcalfe
Eric Miller
Ken Moore
Pete Murphy
Jim Mutch
John Nicholas
Bill Ogilvie
Gil O’Mallo
John Osman
Pete Oxley
Dave Parkinson
Bill Pattison
Ken Peacock
Jim Peggie
Duncan Pettit
Peter Petts
Clem Pooke
Nick Powell
John Pratt
Len Price
Mick Price
Richie Prior
Richie Pryor
Fred Pulfer
Mick Regan
Ron Reid
Graham Roberts
Dave Robertson
P Robinson
Tom Rooney
Jim Rostron
Dick Scatcherd
Mick Scaife
Dave Scott
Syd Simpson
Martin Smith
Alex Stelfox
Colin Stephenson
Bill Tasker
Jock Stewart
Joe Stockhill
Trevor Stokes
Dave Stoneham
Paul Stratton
Roy Swann
Bernie Swift
Derek Taylor

Tom Taylor
Graham Telford
Bob Thompson
Charlie Thompson
Harry Thompson
Frank Thorne
Jimmy Treanor
Dave Townley
John Turner
Harry Waldron
RVM Walker
Bob Walkinshaw
Nigel Waring
LS Warren
Kev Watkins
Fred Westwell
Chalky White
Chris Williams
TC Williams
Tony Wilson
Brian Wolstenholme
Malcolm Wynn

175 Potential New 
Members

Plus any member of the 
AGC(SPS) who served in 
the Gunners as a clerk and 
has subsequently been 
promoted to Sgt or above.



Joe Hoggin’s article in the 
November 2006 issue of Crossed 
Quills set me thinking back to 
my early days as a clerk. The 
Royal Regiment was a very 
large organisation with some 
70 regiments and a plethora 
of independent batteries 
world-wide. Supervising these 
regiments/batteries were HQs 
RA at Commands in the UK and 
overseas, together with Divisional 
and Artillery Brigades. In addition 
there were Gunner TA Regiments 
the length and breadth of the UK.

This vast organisation was backed 
up by two Record Offices and co-
located Regimental Paymasters, 
one at Foots Cray in Kent to look 
after Field artillery and a second 
at Leicester to look after Coast 
and AA Artillery. There was the 
huge Depot at Woolwich, again 
divided into Field and Coast/AA, 
three schools of Artillery – Larkhill, 
Plymouth and Manorbier, and the 
RA Clerks School.

There was a constant need 
for recruits to replace time-
served regulars and Army Class 
conscripts and this was the 
responsibility of 18 Training 
Brigade based at Oswestry. The 
Brigade consisted of 67 and 68 
Selection Regiments, 17 and 64 
Training Regiments for field artillery, 
55 Training Regiment at Tonfanu 
for AA, and 31 and 38 Regiments 
at Rhyl for driver and signal 
training. Recruits for coast artillery, 
whether at home or overseas, 
were trained at Plymouth. Home 
based regiments normally had to 
train their own recruits. All potential 
officers went to 17 Training 
Regiment. This sets the scene.

Having received a request from 
HM King George VI to report for 
military service on 5 Aug 48, I 
joined 165 Bty of 67 Selection 

Regiment, Birch Lines Park 
Hall Camp, Oswestry and was 
enlisted “for the Duration of the 
Emergency”, Release Group 139. 
Unlike future National Servicemen 
there was no specified date of 
release. After two weeks I was 
marched up the hill to join 149 Bty 
64 Trg Regt for 6 weeks gunnery 
training. I left there qualified as a 
Layer Class3, a qualification for 
which I had no further use, and 
moved on to the RA Clerks School 
at Woolwich for 6 weeks clerical 
training. I emerged from that as a 
Clerk Group D Learner and was 
posted back to Oswestry in Nov 
48 to Permanent Staff 68 Selection 
Regiment in Wingate Lines. I joined 
148 Bty as the second clerk. On 
20 Jan 49 I passed a trade test for 
Clerk Group C Class III and two 
months later I was the one and 
only Battery Clerk in 148 Bty.

67 and 68 Regiments were 
similarly organised but only 67 
Regiment took regular recruits and 
re-enlistments as well as Army 
Class/National Servicemen. 68 
Regiment received only called-up 
recruits. Each regiment consisted 
of RHQ, Admin Bty, a large QM 
department, MT Troop, Personnel 
Selection Staff (PSS), MO and 
two recruit  training batteries. The 
battery establishment was BHQ 
with a BC, BK, BSM, BQMS, LBdr 
storeman, a battery runner and, 
theoretically, three clerks. There 

were three Troops each of a Troop 
Commander, two subalterns, a 
TSM, three Sgts, Bdrs and Lbdrs 
and one Gnr (Spider Orderly). Each 
Troop had three sections of 30 
recruits and occupied one Spider 
hut. Oddly the establishment 
allowed for ten sections but the 
organisation and accommodation 
didn’t.

Intake day was always on a 
Thursday. 148 and 199 Btys 
took it in turn to form first. As 
recruits arrived at Gobowen or 
Oswestry stations they were 
rounded up and sorted into 67 
or 68 Regiments and transported 
to their respective lines. As they 
came off the transport they were 
gathered together in Groups of 
30 by section NCOs and taken to 
the documentation centre. This 
was a gymnasium with tables 

down both sides of the 
long walls. Skeleton 
Army documents had 
been prepared with each 
man’s Army number and 
surname. Each man 
was checked against 
a master roll for the 
intake, the appropriate 
military documents 
handed to him and 
he was relieved of his 
civilian identity card, 

ration book and National 
Insurance card. The recruits then 
moved to the next vacant space 
at one of the processing tables 
where the skeleton documents 
were filled out. All documents, 
less ABs64 Part 1 and AFH1157, 
were retained by the processors, 
who also noted which Battery the 
man was in. The next stage was a 
quick medical, followed by kitting 
out. This took place in a converted 
gymnasium and started with the 
issue of a kit bag which gradually 
filled as they processed through 
the system. At the end they signed 

The Sausage Machine by Vic Holdaway (former Lt Col)

Headquarters, 148 Bty, Royal Artillery



their  AFH1157 for they knew not 
what and shuffled out wearing 
more or less, a set of uniform, with 
the balance of their new kit and 
civilian clothes stuffed into their 
kit bags. At this stage they had 
only their ABs64 Pt I which were 
then removed from them by their 
section NCO. Whilst the recruits 
were taken to their barrack room 
the ABs 64 Pt I for the whole 
section were delivered to the 
battery office.

The battery clerk then had to 
produce a nominal roll of each 
section showing number, name 
and initials and religion. By 0900 
hrs on Friday this information had 
to be in possession of RHQ, Admin 
Bty, Documents Office, Personnel 
Selection Staff (PPS), MO, Dental 
Centre, QM and Padres as well as 
Troops and sections. ABs 64 also 
had to be back with the sections. 
Producing nine nominal rolls of 30 
names, typed, checked and run-off 
on a flat-bed duplicator meant 
burning the midnight oil, especially 
if your battery was the second to 
form. Laggards often didn’t arrive 
until 1900 hrs or later.

In the mean-time the recruits had 
been fed – it was always pie and 
peas. They were then instructed 
in the mysteries of bed-making 
and blanket boxing and how to 
wear the strange kit they had been 
issued with. They had, incidentally, 
also acquired a set of web 
equipment that had been placed 
on each bed. They were also given 
brown paper and string to parcel 
up their civilian clothes to send 
home.

From Friday onwards they 
entered a confusing programme 
of PSS tests and interviews, 
vaccinations, tailoring parades, 
dental inspections, interspersed 
with drill and PT. Their evenings 
were devoted to marking all 
their kit, blancoing, bulling boots 
and brasses interspersed with 
unexpected visits from section 

NCOs, Padres and Army Scripture 
Readers. They were also allowed 
a limited visit to the NAAFI, who 
made a fortune out of Blanco, 
Brasso and dusters.

The life of a battery clerk was 
never dull. Besides the normal 
daily routine of any battery office 
there were constant extra tasks, 
such as rounding up recruits for 
re-interview by PSS staff, medical 
or dental appointments for those in 
need of urgent treatment. Another 
sideline was repackaging parcels 
that failed to make it to the BQMS 
store, let alone the GPO. This was 
a well honed skill by the time I left 
148 Battery.

As the sole battery clerk, with 
limited experience, life could have 
been difficult. Fortunately I was 
left to run the office as I wanted, 
with the proviso that all deadlines 
were met. The BC normally 
appeared two days a week, the 
BK was normally around to deal 
with correspondence, problems 
and signing letters, orders etc. He 
tended to disappear promptly at 
4.0 pm followed shortly after by 
the BSM. All visitors to the battery 
office had to run the gauntlet of 
the BSM. I was little troubled by 
subalterns or section NCOs. The 
only help I had was the battery 
runner, an old soldier who was 
responsible for keeping the office 
clean, the coke stoves alight 
in winter and the usual duties 
of delivering correspondence, 
orders, nominal rolls etc around 
the regiment or battery. He took 
a certain pleasure in taking the 
BSM’s detail book out to the 
Troops, knowing the contents 
and the dread with which it was 
normally received. He also had the 
ability to produce tea and buns on 
the late shifts and bacon butties on 
the early shifts on output day.

The next burst of activity was 
on the second Saturday of the 
recruits’ Army life. Lists of postings 
were released by HQ 18 Training 

Brigade at about midday. These 
lists gave the destinations of all 
recruits by receiving regiments. 
It was therefore necessary to go 
through all 540 names, extract 
those belonging to 148 Battery, 
annotate each section roll with the 
relevant detail and then produce 
nominal rolls for each receiving 
regiment. It was a matter of both 
pride and competition with 199 
Battery to have this information out 
to the sections before the recruits 
had their one and only night out 
in Oswestry. Any names missing 
from the lists had to be chased up 
on Monday morning. Tuesday’s 
battery orders detailed the times 
which drafts had to report to the 
battery office on Wednesday – 
output day. The battery office was 
normally open at 0600 hrs as 
some drafts for far away places left 
very early. Each section brought 
their recruits for a particular draft to 
the battery office. The battery clerk 
called the roll, sent the runner to 
chase up laggards and persuaded 
a section NCO to march the draft 
to the parade ground. Here they 
were married up with the draft 
from 199 Battery, Draft Conducting 
NCOs, personal documents, 
movement documents and 
haversack rations.

Recruits for UK based regiments 
went direct to their service 
regiment, who were responsible for 
training them. Those for BAOR and 
other overseas units went to the 
Training Regiments of 18 Training 
Brigade. Receiving units had to 
supply draft conducting NCOs. 
Some recruits were re-badged to 
other Arms or Corps, usually RMP, 
ACC and RPC. Those still without 
a posting went to Holding Troop in 
Admin Battery. These tended to be 
heading to the Primary Education 
Centre, the Primary Physical 
Training Centre or discharge. The 
last drafts to leave were put to 
work stacking dirty linen, cleaning 
barrack rooms etc. Once all the 
recruits had gone preparations 
started to the next day’s intake.



The BQMS had to collect the 
dirty linen, issue 90 sets of clean 
linen, together with 90 sets of 
web equipment, steel helmet 
and respirator. Sections had to 
collect this and put one set on 
each bed, together with a one 
pint china mug. It was a case of 
everyone mucking in. Hopefully 
the job was finished by mid-day 
and we could have the afternoon 
off, once battery orders had 
been issued detailing intake day 
routine. On Thursday the whole 
routine commenced again. The 
day always started with the BSM’s 
inspection of all WOs, NCOs, and 
Gunners, less the BQMS, Battery 
Clerk and storeman. This is not to 
say we were allowed to maintain a 
lesser standard of turnout. 

I was appointed P/A/L/Bdr on 
24 Oct 49 and continued as 148 
Battery clerk. My release group 
was due to leave the Army in Apr 
50 but, having visited my civilian 
employer, I decided I needed to 
re-think my future so on 4 Apr 
50 I signed on for a 1 year Short 
Service Engagement. On 12 Sep 
50 I passed a trade test for Clerk 
Group C Class II. The start of the 
Korean war had resulted in all 
regular release being suspended 
so I was once again on an 
engagement of unknown length. 
In Oct 50 a miracle happened and 
a second clerk, one Gnr Date, 
joined 148 Battery. Predictably 
there was a cunning plan. In Jan 
51 I was interposted to Admin 
Battery as Movements Clerk, out 
of the frying pan into the fire, but 
I was promoted A/BDR. Things 
were looking up, especially as 
on 31 Mar 51 the trade of clerk 
was upgraded to Group B, 
with a consequent increase in 
pay. A couple of months later 
a RARI (remember those?) 
asked for Clerks GD to apply for 
appointment to the Artillery Clerks 
Section. I duly applied only to be 
told by my BC that it was not a 
good idea. The BK, an ex-ranker, 
disagreed and said it was a good 

move. Fortunately I took the BK’s 
advice and I was appointed to the 
Section on 31 May 51 as a L/Bdr 
(AC) but retained A/Bdr. Shortly 
afterwards a posting order arrived 
for me to join 47 Coast Regiment 
at Plymouth on 1 Aug 51. At 
about that time a good friend was 
completing his National Service 
so we had a combined leaving 
Oswestry party. This went slightly 
awry and resulted in my leaving 
Oswestry with a brand new Severe 
Reprimand on my conduct sheets. 
Fortunately I retained my two 
stripes.

For those interested in statistics I 
offer the following:

A battery intake of 9 sections of 30 
men - 270 men
A regimental intake of 2 batteries - 
540 men
Two regiments - 1080 men
23 intakes per year - 24840 men
Deduct losses to Other Arms/
discharge  - 840 men (estimate)
Balanced annual intake - 24000 
men

And still we were not filling all the 
holes in units.

What did we do during the 6 
weeks there were no recruits?
One week was devoted to annual 
range classification, PE Tests, 
education, kit checks and a long 
weekend. One week devoted to 
interior economy such as inventory 
checks, spider maintenance etc. 
The other four weeks were block 
leave.

On arrival in 47 Coast Regiment 
I joined 4 (Sphinx) Battery as 
the Battery Clerk. Three months 
later I was interposted to RHQ 
as Part II Order and Documents 
Clerk. In Dec 51 I took the plunge 
and signed on for a Regular 5/7 
engagement. This precipitated a 
posting to HQRA 3 Inf Div in the 
Canal Zone, Egypt. I reported 
to Depot RA (CA/AA Wing) on 
10 May 52 and was sent on 

embarkation leave. On return I 
was transferred to Field Wing 
Draft Pool and spent the next four 
weeks marching fatigue parties 
around Woolwich Garrison, 
acting as NCO marching reliefs or 
RTO Woolwich Arsenal Station. 
Anything in fact but clerical work. 
I was promoted Bdr (AC) on 31 
May 52. On enquiring as to when 
I was likely to leave for Egypt 
I discovered that my posting 
had been changed to 26 Field 
Regiment, also in the Canal Zone. 
I emplaned Blackbushe on 21 Jun 
52, deplaned RAF Fayid on 22 Jun 
52 and spent the next five days 
in a transit camp whilst attempts 
were made to find 26 Field. After 
two attempts to send me to 26 
Field Engineer Regiment they 
eventually located the regiment 
at Geneifa. A 3 ton truck arrived 
to collect me on 27 Jun 52. I was 
greeted by a drunken Chief Clerk 
who welcomed me with open 
arms, informed me I was his relief 
and disappeared back to the Sgts 
Mess. The regiment was out of 
camp on exercise. I had a three 
day handover and a still drunk 
Chief Clerk departed to catch a 
troopship at Port Said. I was now 
Chief Clerk 26 Field Regiment as 
a Bdr (AC) of 4 weeks seniority 
and promoted A/Sgt (AC). Little 
did I know that I was to spend two 
months short of 12 years as Chief 
Clerk 26 Field Regiment, but that is 
another story.

PS. The “drunk” Chief Clerk was 
Inky Cornwell.





Jim Cussell 

Former WO1 (SMAC) Jim Cussell who passed away on Monday 3rd January 2011 aged 83.  Jim was a staunch 
supporter of the Artillery Clerks’ Association and attended most of the Reunion Dinners. The Association was 
represented at his funeral by Maj (Retd) Pat Verdon, and Andrew Jones (Standard Bearer) to name but a few 
attended Jim’s funeral.  Andrew led the coffin both in and out of the church.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
Dave and his family.  Rest in peace Jim 



Sgt (AC) Brian Wolstemholme

12 Regt Football team, 1959. Bill Johnson, back row 
5th from right.

Sgt (AC) Bill Johnson. HQ RA 2 Inf Div on Ex BATTLE ROYAL, Borkenberger Ridge 1955

LBdr (AC) John Reynolds and Sgt (AC) 

Bill James

LBdr (AC) John Reynolds

Sgt (AC) Brian Wolstenholme, Sgt (AC) Bill James and Sgt (AC) Smudge Smith

Sai Kung Training Camp 
in Hong Kong, 1952

Bill Johnson, Vic Holdaway and John ReynoldsBill Johnson, Bob Lawney and John Reynolds


